
  

 
 

Dec. 14, 2025 – Why Dec. 25  is the Day of Christmas 
Why do we celebrate Christmas on December 25? If you 
search this question online you will find sources that say the 
only reason for this is because Christians wanted to replace 
other pagan holidays. But this, actually, is not the primary 
reason (if it is a reason at all), that Christians began to 
celebrate the birth of Christ on Dec. 25. Here are three reasons 
why Christians celebrate Christmas on Dec. 25. 
  
1) The Feast of the Annunciation is March 25: Dec. 25 was 
decided because of another feast, the Feast of the 
Annunciation – The Conception of Jesus. Christian writers from 
the early 200s A.D. claim that Jesus died on Friday, March 25. 
Thus, the early Christians also saw a poetic connection 
between commemorating Christ’s death and His conception 
(the Incarnation) on the same day of March 25. It was later 
developed that nine months later, Dec. 25, would be the day 
Christians would commemorate Christ’s birth. 
2) The conception of John the Baptist: There is also a tradition 
of calculating the birth of Christ based on the conception of St. 
John the Baptist. John the Baptist’s father, Zechariah, was a 
priest who served in the temple at Jerusalem. Zechariah was a 
priest of the class of Abijah (Luke 1:5). Each class of priests 
served one week in the temple twice a year. In the Old 
Testament book of Nehemiah 12:17, we are told that the 
Abijah class took their turn during the second week of the 
Jewish month of Tishri (Zichri). On our calendar, that would fall 
between Sept. 22 and 30. At the Annunciation, Mary was told 
that Elizabeth, John the Baptist’s Mother, was six months 
pregnant (Luke 1:36). If John the Baptist was conceived around 
Sept. 25, this means Jesus was conceived around March 25. 
Count forward nine more months and you get Dec. 25 as the 
date for the birth of Jesus Christ. 
3) The Christmas Star: Lastly, there are various theories about 
what exactly was the star of Bethlehem that the Magi followed 
to find Jesus. One theory has to do with Babylonian Astrology 
– as the Magi may have been from the Kingdom of Babylon – 
that the Magi interpreted based on the position of the “King 
Star” (what we know now to be the planet Jupiter), which a 
new King was born in the land west of them. Astronomers 
have figured out that position of the King Star (Jupiter) around 
the time of Jesus’ birth would have matched that Babylonian 
interpretation. In fact, they figured out that in December of 
that time, the King Star would have been in the south, so 
directly in front of the Magi as they traveled from Jerusalem to 
Bethlehem. Another indicator that the Magi may have found 
the child Jesus around the time of December or January! And 
so, another reason why we celebrate Christmas and Epiphany 

during this time!  

 

Peace, 

 – Fr. Kevin 

 

 

14 de diciembre, 2025 – Por qué el 25 de dic. es el Día de Navidad 
¿Por qué celebramos la Navidad el 25 de diciembre? Si buscas en 
línea la respuesta a esta pregunta, encontrarás fuentes que dicen 
que la única razón es porque los cristianos querían reemplazar otras 
celebraciones paganas. Pero esa no es la razón principal (si fuese 
una), por la que los cristianos comenzaron a celebrar el nacimiento 
de Cristo el 25 de dic. A continuación, tres razones de aquello. 
  
1) La Fiesta de la Anunciación es el 25 de marzo: Se decidió el 25 de 
dic. gracias a la fiesta de la Anunciación – la Concepción de Jesús. 
Escritores cristianos de principios del año 200 d.C. afirman que Jesús 
murió el viernes 25 de marzo. Por lo tanto, los primeros cristianos 
también vieron una conexión poética entre la conmemoración de la 
muerte de Cristo y Su concepción (la Encarnación) el mismo 25 de 
marzo. Evolucionó luego a que nueve meses más tarde, el 25 de 
dic., sería el día en que los cristianos conmemorarían el nacimiento 
de Cristo. 
2) La concepción de Juan Bautista: Existe también la tradición de 
calcular el nacimiento de Cristo basándose en la concepción de San 
Juan Bautista. Zacarías, el padre de Juan Bautista, era un sacerdote 
que servía en el templo de Jerusalén. Zacarías era un sacerdote de 
la casa de Abías (Lucas 1:5). Cada clase de sacerdotes servía una 
semana en el templo, dos veces al año. En el libro de Nehemías 
12:17 del Antiguo Testamento se nos dice que la clase de Abías 
tomó su turno durante la segunda semana del mes judío de Tishri 
(Zicri). En nuestro calendario, esto caería entre el 22 y 30 de sept. 
En la Anunciación, a María le dijeron que Isabel, la madre de Juan 
Bautista, estaba embarazada de seis meses (Lucas 1:36). Si Juan 
Bautista fue concebido alrededor del 25 de sept., significa que Jesús 
fue concebido alrededor del 25 de marzo. Cuenta nueve meses más 
y obtendrás el 25 de dic. como fecha del nacimiento de Jesucristo. 
3) La Estrella de Navidad: Por último, existen varias teorías sobre 
cuál fue la estrella de Belén que los Reyes Magos siguieron para 
encontrar a Jesús. Una teoría tiene que ver con la astrología 
babilónica – ya que los Reyes Magos venían del Reino de Babilonia – 
que los Reyes Magos interpretaron que un nuevo Rey había nacido 
en la tierra al oeste, en base a la posición de la “Estrella Rey” 
(conocida ahora como el planeta Júpiter). Astrónomos se han dado 
cuenta que la posición de la Estrella Rey (Júpiter) alrededor del 
nacimiento de Jesús habría coincidido con esa interpretación 
babilónica. De hecho, se dieron cuenta que en Diciembre de esa 
época, la Estrella Rey habría estado en el sur, directamente frente a 
los Magos mientras viajaban desde Jerusalén a Belén. ¡Otro indicio 
de que los Reyes Magos encontraron al niño Jesús alrededor de 
diciembre o enero! Y por lo tanto, ¡otra razón por la cual 
celebramos Navidad y la Epifanía durante este tiempo! 
 
Paz, 
– Padre Kevin 
 
 

 

December 14, 2025       St. Mary – St. Patrick Catholic Church 

Third Sunday of Advent 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

                              
 

 

Liturgical Ministers 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Book Club 
                Read and discuss 

Tuesday, Jan 6th  
 Discuss "Broken Country"  

by Clare Leslie Hall 
Tuesday, February 3rd  

"Redeeming Love"  
by Francine Rivers 
Everyone is welcome to join!   

Great discussion and fellowship! 

 

 

St. Mary 
611 Sherman, Ackley, 641-847-2329 

stmarystpatrick@gmail.com 
 

   

Stewardship  - Treasure 
Sunday, December 7, 2025 

Adult Envelopes  $520 
Offertory   $115 
Immaculate Conception $100 

Give Online www.FranklinHardinCatholic.org/online -giving 

 

December 21 – Youth Mass 
Lector: Caleb Harms, Sophia Lazo 
Ushers: Caleb Harms, Sam Mausser, Sergio Rojas, 
Sophia Lazo 
Eucharistic Ministers: Jessica Schipper,  
                       Mary Schumacher 
Altar Servers: Alex Harms, Lucas Mausser 
Money Counters: Jim Wessels, Jodi Uthe 
Sacristan: Linda Sudtelgte 
 

Please remember to find your own replacements 

 

  

Rosary in Spanish on  

Saturdays at 5:30 p.m. 
Everyone is welcome! 

 

 

Thank you to Marilyn and Scott 

O’Brien for hosting Coffee and Rolls 

 

 

Thank you 
to Denise 
Sprain for 
decorating a 
tree for St. 
Mary at the 
Village Tree 
Walk.  
Great Job! 

PICK UP YOUR BUDGET 
ENVELOPES 

The budget envelopes are on the table 
at the back of church. Stop and pick 
yours up! Walk Together in Hope 

This Advent 

 

As the Church continues its Advent journey, all are invited to 
grow closer to Christ through daily prayer and reflection. The 
Archdiocese of Dubuque is sharing short Advent meditations 
each day on social media to help hearts prepare for the coming 
of the Lord. 
This season’s reflections highlight saints who show us how to 
live in faith and love— St. Francis Xavier’s zeal for mission, 
Mary’s trust in God, St. Nicholas’s generosity and St. Juan 
Diego’s humble peace. 
Rejoice—the Lord is near! Let these reflections renew your 
spirit and remind you that Christ is our light. 
 
Follow the Archdiocese of Dubuque on Facebook, Instagram, or 
X (@DBQArch) for daily inspiration throughout Advent. 

Thank you 
 



 

 
 

 
 
 
           
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
           
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

Liturgical Ministries 
December 21st, 2025 –Diciembre 21st, 2025 

 
Mass—December 21st, 2025 10:30 a.m. 
Lector: Mary Ann Patton 
Ushers: Greg Cavazos, Bridget Brocka 
Eucharistic Ministers: Joe & Lili Alonzo 
Money Counters: Donna Devereux Vicki Naber 
Altar Servers: Ryne & Teegan Magner, Rymer Velica 
Sacristan: Samantha Markwardt 
Linens: Judy Nelson 
 
Spanish Mass– Diciembre 21st, 2025 5:30 p.m 
Lectors: Margarita Dominguez, Janeth Valenzuela 
Ministros de Eucarísticos: Margarita Dominguez, Lisbeth 
Garcia 
Contador es de Dinero: Margarita Dominguez, Janeth 
Valenzuela 
Monaguillo: Justin Guillen, Sergio Dominguez, Ariste Ramirez 
Sacristan: Brenda Diosdado 
 
You are responsible to find your own replacement. 
Usted es responsable de encontrar su propio reemplazo. 

 
  
  
  
   

St. Patrick 
1405 N. Federal, Hampton 641-456-4857 
Office Hours: Monday through Thursday 
9:00 AM-1:00 PM, excluding holidays. 

dbq097sec@dbqarch.org 

Happenings Week of December 14th, 2025 
 

Tuesday/ Martes December 16th / Diciembre 16th 
8;30 AM Mass 
7:00 PM AA/Al-Anon (RE Center) 
 

Wednesday/ Miercoles – December 17th / Diciembre 17th 

10:00 AM-12:00 PM Food Pantry/Despensa de Alimentos 
(Social Hall)  
6:30 – Faith Formation  
 

Thursday/ Jueves – December 18th/ Diciembre 18th 
5:30 PM Mass 
6:00 PM Adoration 
 

Sunday/ Domingo December 21st/ Diciembre 21st 
10:30 AM Mass  
 5:30 PM Mass Spanish  

STEWARDSHIP TREASURY 
SUNDAY DECEMBER 7th, 2025 

REGULAR          $     3,356.00 

OFFERTORY                        $       299.00 

FOOD PANTRY                         $       325.00 

 
     Give On-Line at www.franklinhardincatholic.org online-giving. 

Dona en línea para www.franklinhardincatholic.org donaciones en línea. 

 

 

 

 

THANK YOU 

 

Thank you to  

Myron & Gloria Lawler  

for the New Missalette covers! 

 

 

 

http://www.franklinhardincatholic.org/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

Monday, December 15 
8:30 a.m.  Kay King           St. Mary 
           
Tuesday, December 16  
8:30 a.m.  Gerald Kelch          St. Patrick 
      
Wednesday,  December 17  
8:30 a.m.    Kay King       St. Mary 
 
Thursday, December 18 
5:30 p.m.     Maria Elena Acuna       St. Patrick 
  
Sunday,  December 21 
8:00 a.m          Kay King        St. Mary 
10:30 a.m.       Melanie Cassman     St. Patrick 
5:30 p.m.         For the people           St. Patrick 
  Spanish 
 

Live stream of Mass 
www.franklinhardincatholic.org/livestream 
YouTube Channel: Franklin Hardin Catholic 

Pray for… 
   

Darwin Wikert, Janet Kurth 

  
 Please make use of your parish’s prayer chain: 

St. Mary, Ackley:  

Jolene Harms at stmarystpatrick@gmail.com 

St. Patrick, Hampton: 

  Mary Ann Patton at thepattons 4@gmail.com 

MASS SCHEDULE 

 

Father Kevin Earleywine     k.earleywine@dbqarch.org     Hampton-Ackley 
 

 

Christmas Mass Schedule 
Christmas Eve 
 St. Mary – 4 p.m. 
 St. Patrick – 4 p.m. - Spanish 
 St. Patrick – 6 p.m. - English 
 St. Mary – Midnight 
Christmas Day 
 St. Patrick – 9:00 a.m. 

 

 

NCYC 2025… this group got to be 
part of history…..live stream with 
Pope Leo XIV… it was amazing!!! 

l-r Jolene Harms, Ambar Flores, Analia Lopez, Jessica Schipper, Ryne Magner, Jenny Kuper, Caleb 
Harms, Thalia Coloriano, Sam Mausser, Sophia Lazo, Giselle Flores, Lisa Kielty, in the “c”   Elsie Kuper 

Thank you 
Thank you to Todd and Donna Speedy for 
the donation of a TV. Your generosity is 
very much appreciated! 

Thank you to everyone who ordered 

cookie dough or poinsettias. Your support is 

greatly appreciated!! Also a big thank you to 

our top salesman Denielle Conlon! 

http://www.franklinhardincatholic.org/livestream
mailto:stmarystpatrick@gmail.com
mailto:k.earleywine@dbqarch.org

