December 21, 2025 - “O Come O Come Emmanuel”

We've reflected on the Blessed Virgin Mary, especially with the
celebrations of the Immaculate Conception and Our Lady of Guadalupe;
we’ve celebrated “Gaudete Sunday” and lit the rose-colored candle in
anticipatory joy; now we have reached the time of a heightened level of
joyful anticipation in the Advent season.

In Evening Prayer of the Liturgy of the Hours (called “Vespers”), the
“Canticle of Mary” (also known as the “Magnificat” (Luke 1:46-56)) is
prayed. A verse (called an “Antiphon”) is prayed at the beginning and end
of it. Beginning on December 17th, and each leading up to Christmas this
“antiphon” invokes Christ by a different Messianic title or image. Thus,
these “Antiphons” are known as the “Great Advent Antiphons,” or the “O
Antiphons.” You probably know these “Great Advent Antiphons” because
they were compiled together into an Advent hymn, which you probably
know, titled, “O Come, O Come Emmanuel.” This blurb | found online from
Ascension Press explains further the significances of these “Great Advent

Antiphons”:

“These seven ancient prayers have been prayed by over millions of
Christians. The medieval monasteries used to ring their largest bell as the
choirs of monks intoned Mary’s Magnificat and these Advent antiphons.
They are invoking Christ in seven messianic titles.

They are seven heart cries for Jesus to come anew in our life. Each one of
them is preparing us to invite the Christ child more completely in this

blessed season.

Like a final crescendo, these O Antiphons are intoned during Evening Prayer
on the seven days leading up to Christmas Eve. Each night they form
luminous bookends around Our Lady’s Magnificat, like seven prayers she
prayed during her weeklong journey from Nazareth to Bethlehem. All seven
are in the oracles of the Old Testament prophet Isaiah, who gives us many
memorable images of the Messiah. They are rich meditations on the One

who is to come.”

In this final week of Advent, | invite you to spend time praying and
reflecting with these verses, the titles and images of Christ as we move
closer to Christmas! Here they are listed for each day of the final week of

Advent:
Dec. 17 - O Wisdom of our God Dec. 21 - O Radiant Dawn,
Most High, splendor of eternal light, sun of

guiding creation with power and
love:

come to teach us the path of
knowledge!

Dec. 18 - O Leader of the House of
Israel,

giver of the Law to Moses on Sinai:
come to rescue us with your
mighty power!

Dec. 19 - O Root of Jesse’s stem,
sign of God’s love for all his
people:

come to save us without delay!
Dec. 20 - O Key of David,

opening the gates of God'’s eternal
Kingdom:

come and free the prisoners of
darkness!

justice:

come and shine on those who
dwell in darkness and in the
shadow of death.

Dec. 22 - O King of all nations and
keystone of the Church:

come and save man, whom you
formed from the dust!

Dec. 23 - O Emmanuel, our King
and Giver of Law:

come to save us, Lord our God!

- Fouth Gunday ey Aduent
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21 de diciembre — “O Come O Come Emmanuel”

Hemos reflexionado en la Santisima Virgen Maria, especialmente con las
celebraciones de la Inmaculada Concepcién y Nuestra Sefiora de
Guadalupe; hemos celebrado “Domingo de Gaudete” y encendido el cirio
de color rosado en alegria anticipatoria; ahora, hemos llegado al momento
de mayor anticipacidn gozosa en la temporada de Adviento. El “Cantico de
Maria”, también conocido como el “Magnificat” (Luc 1:46-56), se reza
durante la oracién vespertina de la Liturgia de las Horas (Visperas). Un
verso — llamado Antifona — se reza al comienzo y final.

Comenzando el 17 de dic., y cada dia antes de la Nochebuena, esta antifona
invoca a Cristo con un titulo o imagen mesianica diferente. Por lo tanto, estas
Antifonas se conocen como las “Antifonas de Adviento,” u “Oh, Antifonas”.
Probablemente conoces estas “Antifonas de Adviento” porque fueron
compiladas para un himno de Adviento, llamado, “Oh ven, oh ven,
Emmanuel”.

Este extracto que encontré en linea de Ascension Press explica en mas
detalle las significancias de estas “Antifonas de Adviento”:

“Estas siete antiguas oraciones han sido rezadas por mds de millones de
cristianos. Los monasterios medievales solian tocar su campana mds grande
mientras el coro de monjes entonaba el Magnificat de Maria y estas
Antifonas de Adviento. Invocando a Cristo en siete titulos mesidnicos.

Son los siete gritos del corazon para que Jesus venga nuevamente a nuestra
vida. Cada una nos prepara a invitar al nifio Jests de manera mds completa
en esta bendita temporada.

Como un crescendo final, estas Oh, Antifonas son entonadas durante la
oracion vespertina en los siete dias previos a la Nochebuena. Cada noche
forma una luminosa bibliografia rodeando al Magnificat de Nuestra Sefiora,
como las siete oraciones que ord durante su viaje de una semana desde
Nazaret a Belén. Estas siete, estdn en los ordculos del profeta Isaias del
Antiguo Testamento, quien nos entrega muchas imdgenes memorables del
Mesias. Son poderosas meditaciones sobre el que estd por venir.”

En esta ultima semana de Adviento, te invito a orar y reflexionar con estos
versos, titulos e imagenes de Cristo, al jacercarnos mas a la Navidad! Aqui
se enumeran para cada dia de la Gltima semana de Adviento:

17 de dic. — Oh, Sabiduria, y
ordenandolo todo con firmeza 'y
suavidad: jven y muéstranos el
camino de la salvacion!

18 de dic. — Oh, Adonai, que te
apareciste a Moisés en la zarza

21 de dic. — Oh, Amanecer,
Resplandor de la luz eterna, Sol de
justicia: ven ahora a iluminar a los
que viven en tinieblas y en
sombra de muerte.

22 de dic. — Oh, Rey de las

ardiente y en el Sinai le diste tu
ley: iven a librarnos con el poder
de tu brazo!

Naciones: jven y salva al hombre,
que formas del barro de la tierra!
23 de dic. — Oh, Emmanuel: jven a

Peace,
— Fr. Kevin

19 de dic. — Oh, Raiz de Jesé, que
te alzas como un signo para los
pueblos: jven a librarnos, no
tardes mas!

20 de dic. — Oh, Llave de David,
abriendo las puertas del Reino
eterno de Dios: jveny libra a los
cautivos que viven en tinieblas y
en sombra de muerte!

Paz,

— Padre Kevin

salvarnos, Sefor Dios nuestro!




St. Mary

611 Sherman, Ackley, 641-847-2329
stmarystpatrick@gmail.com

Liturgical Ministers

December 24 — 4 p.m. Christmas Eve
Lector: Denise Sprain, Scott O’Brien
Ushers: Mark Uthe, Mike Bonewitz, Richard Bloom,
Angel Vera
Eucharistic Ministers: Jessica Schipper,
Mary Schumacher, Marilyn O’Brien
Money Counters: Cindy Richtsmeier, Marilyn O’Brien

Thank you to Marilyn and Scott
O’Brien for hosting Coffee and Rolls

Altar Servers: Alex Harms, Finley Johnstone,
Lucas Mausser
Sacristan: Jodi Uthe
December 28

Bock Club

Read and discuss
Tuesday, Jan 6th
Discuss "Broken Country"
by Clare Leslie Hall
Tuesday, February 3rd
"Redeeming Love"
by Francine Rivers

Everyone is welcome to join!
Great discussion and fellowship!

PICK UP YOUR BUDGET
ENVELOPES

The budget envelopes are on
the table at the back of church.
Stop and pick yours up!

Stewardship - Treasure

Sunday, December 14, 2025
Adult Envelopes $1303
Offertory S57

Immaculate Conception $126

Religious Retirement $290

Give Online www.FranklinHardinCatholic.org/online -giving

Lector: Barb Keninger, Jim Wessels

Ushers: Shawn Loughren, Bob Burkle, Kurt Sperfslage,
Jacob Harms

Eucharistic Ministers: Janet DeBerg, Lisa Kielty
Money Counters: Bev Bonewitz, Lisa Kielty

Altar Servers: Finley Johnstone

Sacristan: Patti Harms

Please remember to find your own replacements

Rosary in Spanish on

Saturdays at 5:30 p.m.
Evewyone iy welcome!

Donations to the church must be
postmarked by December 31, 2025
to be included in your 2025
contributions.

Thank

you

Thank you
to Denise
Sprain for
decorating
tree for St.
Marys at
the Village
Tree Walk.
Great Job!
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St. Patrick

1405 N. Federal, Hampton 641-456-4857
Office Hours: Monday through Thursday
9:00 AM-1:00 PM, excluding holidays.
dbg097sec@dbqarch.org

Liturgical Ministries

December 28th, 2025 —Diciembre 28th, 2025

Mass—December 28th, 2025 10:30 a.m.

Lector: Cindy Dirksen

Ushers: Madonna Weiland, Ryne Magner

Eucharistic Ministers: Dwight & Sherry Peterson

Money Counters: Steve Pearson, Brenda Johansen
Altar Servers: Drew & Cameron Horton, Yamilla Fuentes
Sacristan: Samantha Markwardt

Linens: Judy Nelson

Spanish Mass— Diciembre 28th, 2025 5:30 p.m
Lectors: Esther Garcia, Alva Mateo

Ministros de Eucaristicos: Lina Vallejos, Jesus Andrade
Contador es de Dinero: Anabel Alanis, Ambar Flores
Monaguillo: Adan Rodriguez, Liam Rodriguez, America
Dominguez

Sacristan: Brenda Diosdado

You are responsible to find your own replacement.
Usted es responsable de encontrar su propio reemplazo.

Happenings Week of December 21st, 2025

Tuesday/ Martes December 23rd / Diciembre 23rd
8;30 AM Mass
7:00 PM AA/AI-Anon (RE Center)

Wednesday/ Miercoles — December 24th / Diciembre 24"
CHRISTMAS EVE

NO Food Pantry/Despensa de Alimentos (Social Hall)

4:00 Mass — Spanish

6:00 Mass - Engish

Thursday/ Jueves — December 25th/ Diciembre 25"
CHRISTMAS DAY
9:00 AM Mass

Sunday/ Domingo December 28th/ Diciembre 28th
10:30 AM Mass
5:30 PM Mass Spanish

CHRISTMAS ALTAR FLOWERS
DONATED BY:

L

Jose & Maria Alonzo
Wichael & Char Baltes - Mewmory of
Johvm & Nawney Baltes
Linda Campbell — Mewmory of
Jolm Campbell
Dennis & Linda Cassmann — Memory of
Welavie Cassmavn, Bill & Sue Hopkins, Leroy & Lucille
Cassimanm
Chad & Paww Collins- Wewory of
Keith &Reveva Collivs
Willicent & Terry Fielding WMemory of
Eric Fielding
Leon & Linda Kuehmer- mewmory of
Carl & Teresa Kuelhver, Jim & Norma Currie, Engene
Kuehner, Lauren Kuehner, Julie stavneak
Wyron & Gloria Lawler- WMewmory of
Jerold & Gail Lawleer,
Jack & Ella Crosser
Maray Suter

CHRISTMAS
CELEBRATIONS

CHRISTMAS EVE DECEMBER 24

4:00 PM ST. PATRICK -SPANISH
4:00 PM ST. MARY
6:00 PM ST. PATRICK - ENGLISH
MIDNIGHT MASS - ST. MARY
DOORS OPEN AT 11:30

CHRISTMAS DAY DECEMBER 25
9:00 AM ST, PATRICK

STEWARDSHIP TREASURY
SUNDAY DECEMBER 14th, 2025
REGULAR $ 1,306.00
OFFERTORY $ 277.00
LADY OF GUADALUPE MASS $ 654.00

Give On-Line at www.franklinhardincatholic.org online-giving.
Dona en linea para www.franklinhardincatholic.org donaciones en linea.

ﬂ(ig/ lo tbe woeld



http://www.franklinhardincatholic.org/

“9 Days for Life” Novena
Jan. 16- 24

In January, join Catholics nationwide in a novena for the
protection of human life. Each day’s intention is
accompanied by a short reflection and suggested actions
to help build a culture of life. You can download the “9
Days for Life” novena or get the daily prayers and
reflections by email or text message at respectlife.org/9-

days-signup

stmas Dinner

We will once again have Christmas Dinner

December 25 - Noon

We will offer carry-outs or dine-in or delivery.
Call 641-485-3468 to order carry-out/delivery
or to let us know you are coming to dine-in.
St. Mary’s parish hall ‘

\ Everyone is welcome!

Christmas Mass Schedule

Christmas Eve
4 St. Mary —4 p.m.
Thank YOuU to everyone who St. Patrick — 4 p.m. - Spanish

ordered cookie dough or poinsettias. St. Patrick — 6 p.m. - English
Y . | . dn St. Mary — Midnight

our support is greatly appreciated!! Christmas Day
Also a big thank you to our top St. Patrick — 9:00 a.m.

salesman Denielle Conlon!

MASS SCHEDULE

Rejoice—The Lord Is Near!

Advent reminds us that Love is coming. Love draws near. Monday, December 22

As this holy season unfolds, parishioners are encouraged 8:30 a.m. Kay King St. Mary
to take part in the Archdiocese of Dubuque’s online

Advent meditations—a daily opportunity to pause, pray, Tuesday, December 23

and be transformed in hope. 8:30 a.m. Fr. Bernie Grady St. Patrick

Through the witness of the saints— Mary, St. Francis

Xavier, St. Nicholas, and St. Juan Diego—the Archdiocese Wednesday, December 24 —Christmas Eve

invites all to trust, love generously, share peace, and carry +00ip:m. S8 GarylBonewitz e Mary
SR ’ ’ 4:00 p.m. St. Patrick

the Gospel with joy. Spanish

Find joy in praying together and in the Eucharist, the 6:00 p.m.  Bill Devereux St. Patrick

source of our hope.

Join the Advent journey on social media at @DBQArch and Thursday, December 25 — Christmas Day

let your heart be renewed in the light of Christ. Midnight Mass - Kay King St. Mary

9:00a.m. Rosie and Gus Berger St. Patrick

Sunday, December 28
%ﬁ/g . 8:00 a.m Kay King St. Mary
/ 10:30a.m.  For the people St. Patrick
Darwin Wikert, Janet Kurth 5:30 p.m. Maria Elan Acuna  St. Patrick

Spanish

Live stream of Mass

www.franklinhardincatholic.org/livestream
YouTube Channel: Franklin Hardin Catholic

Please make use of your parish’s prayer chain:
St. Mary, Ackley:

Jolene Harms at stmarystpatrick@gmail.com
St. Patrick, Hampton:
Mary Ann Patton at thepattons 4@gmail.com

Father Kevin Earleywine  k.earleywine@dbgarch.org Hampton-Ackley
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