
  

 
 

Dec. 28, 2025 – We Three Kings, the Feast of Epiphany 
Next week we celebrate Epiphany.  Little is known about these 
magi from the East. Being “magi” we know they were well-
educated scholars; and thus, likely from a royal family … hence 
sometimes called “Kings.” There are number of traditional stories 
about these magi which differ in details about who they were. 
The traditional story that made its way into Western Christianity 
(Roman Catholicism) is from the influential monk-historian, St. 
Bede the Venerable who wrote of three magi: “The magi were 
the ones who gave gifts to the Lord. The first is said to have been 
Melchior, an old man with white hair and a long beard ... who 
offered gold to the Lord as to a king. The second, Caspar by 
name, young and beardless and ruddy complexioned ... honored 
Him as God by his gift of incense, an oblation worthy of divinity. 
The third, black-skinned and heavily bearded, named Balthasar . . 
. by his gift of myrrh testified to the Son of Man who was to die.” 
Another traditional story says that after they returned home, 
they renounced their high positions, gave all they had to the 
poor, and spread the Good News about the Christ Child. Forty 
years later St. Thomas the Apostle met them, baptized them, and 
ordained them priests. Finally, they were martyred for their 
Christian faith and were buried in Jerusalem; but eventually, 
these remains ended up at the Cathedral in Cologne Germany, 
where there exists a burial shrine in their honor. 
The Catholic Church has a tradition of praying a special blessing 
of homes on the Feast of Epiphany. Over time this came to 
include a tradition of blessing the home by writing with chalk: 
20+C+M+B+26, over one’s front doorway. The 2026 refers to the 
current year and the letters “C,M,B,” have the double meaning of 
referring to the names of the Three Kings, as well as referring to 
the Latin phrase: Christus mansionem benedicat (“May Christ 
bless this house”). The four crosses interspersed between 
symbolize the Four Gospels (Matthew, Mark, Luke and John), 
going out to the four corners of the world (North, South, East 
and West), to bless the entire world. There is even a traditional 
prayer of blessing of chalk by the priest for such an occasion. 
In fact, if you are interested in blessed chalk, and a prayer you 
can pray in your home for such an occasion, reach out to me, Fr. 
Kevin, and I would be happy to make that available to you. And 
you can either pray that today or anytime this week! 
Peace, 
– Fr. Kevin 
  
PS: I want to give a special word of thanks to everyone for all the kind 
Christmas cards and gifts: the food and treats; the gift cards, the money, 
the kind words, the prayers and everything else. I apologize that I may 
not get around to thanking you all individually, so this will have to 
suffice. But sincerely thank you all for your overwhelming kindness and 
generosity! And many blessings to you all this Christmas season! 

 

28 de dec., 2025 – Nosotros Tres Reyes, la Fiesta de la Epifanía 
Proximo domgino es epiphania.  Poco se sabe sobre estos magos de 
Oriente. Siendo "magos", sabemos que eran eruditos bien 
educados; y por lo tanto, probablemente de una familia real ... de 
ahí que se llaman "Reyes". Existen varias historias tradicionales 
sobre estos magos que difieren en detalles sobre quiénes eran. La 
historia tradicional que se abrió paso en el cristianismo occidental 
(catolicismo romano) es del influyente monje-historiador San Beda 
el Venerable, que escribió lo siguiente sobre los tres magos: “Los 
magos fueron quienes le ofrecieron regalos al Señor. El primero se 
conoció como Melchor, quien era más anciano y tenía cabellos 
canosos y barba blanca ... obsequió el oro a Jesús. Este oro predecía 
el reconocimiento de Jesús como Rey. El segundo, el más joven de 
los Reyes Magos era Gaspar, tenía tez cobriza ... lo honró como Dios 
con su ofrenda de incienso, una oblación digna de la divinidad. El 
tercero, Baltasar era de piel oscura y con barba, probablemente de 
origen árabe ... por su don de mirra testificó del Hijo del Hombre que 
iba a morir”. 
Otra historia tradicional dice que después de regresar a casa, 
renunciaron a sus altos cargos, entregaron todo lo que tenían a los 
pobres y difundieron la Buena Nueva del Niño Jesús. Cuarenta años 
después, el Apóstol Santo Tomás los conoció, los bautizó y les 
ordenó sacerdotes. Finalmente, fueron martirizados por su fe 
cristiana y enterrados en Jerusalén; pero finalmente, estos restos 
terminaron en la Catedral de Colonia, Alemania, donde existe un 
santuario funerario en su honor. 
La Iglesia Católica tiene la tradición de rezar una bendición especial 
a los hogares en la Fiesta de la Epifanía. Con el tiempo, esto llegó a 
incluir la tradición de bendecir el hogar escribiendo con tiza: 
20+C+M+B+26, sobre la puerta de entrada. El 2026 se refiere al año 
actual, y las letras “C,M,B”, tienen el doble sentido de referirse a los 
nombres de los Reyes Magos, además de referirse a la frase 
latina: Christus mansionem benedicat (“Que Cristo bendiga esta 
casa”). Las cuatro cruces intercaladas simbolizan los Cuatro 
Evangelios (Mateo, Marcos, Lucas y Juan), saliendo hacia los cuatro 
rincones del mundo (Norte, Sur, Este y Oeste), para bendecir al 
Mundo entero. Incluso, hay una oración tradicional en la que el 
sacerdote bendice la tiza para tal ocasión. 
De hecho, si estás interesado en tiza bendita y en una oración que 
puedas rezar en tu hogar para tal ocasión, comunícate conmigo, 
Padre Kevin, que te lo haré disponible. Y puedes rezarlo hoy ¡o en 
cualquier momento de esta semana! 
Paz 
– Fr. Kevin 
  
PD: Yo quiero agradecer especialmente a todos por todas las amables 
tarjetas y regalos de Navidad: la comida y golosinas, tarjetas de regalo, 
dinero, las amables palabras, oraciones, y todo lo demás. Pido disculpas por 
no poder agradecer a todos individualmente, por lo que esto deberá ser 
suficiente. ¡Pero gracias sinceramente a todos por su abrumadora 
amabilidad y generosidad! Y ¡muchas bendiciones para todos ustedes en 
esta temporada navideña! 
 
 

 

December 28, 2025   St. Mary – St. Patrick Catholic Church 

The Holy Family of 
Jesus, Mary and Joseph 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

                              
 

 

Liturgical Ministers 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Book Club 
                Read and discuss 

Tuesday, Jan 6th  
 Discuss "Broken Country"  

by Clare Leslie Hall 

Tuesday, February 3rd  
"Redeeming Love"  
by Francine Rivers 
Everyone is welcome to join!   

Great discussion and fellowship! 

 

 

St. Mary 
611 Sherman, Ackley, 641-847-2329 

stmarystpatrick@gmail.com 
 

   

Stewardship  - Treasure 
Sunday, December 21, 2025 

Adult Envelopes  $1303 
Offertory   $57 
Immaculate Conception $126 
Religious Retirement $290 

Give Online www.FranklinHardinCatholic.org/online -giving 

 

January 4 
Lector: Denise Sprain, Scott O’Brien 
Ushers: Jim Wessels, Angel Vera, 
                             Mike Bonewitz, Bob Burkle 
Eucharistic Ministers: Denise Sprain,  
                                Scott O’Brien 
Money Counters: Judy Geiken, 
                                 Mary Schumacher 
Altar Servers: Lucas Mausser 
Sacristan: Jim Wessels 
 

Please remember to find your own replacements 

 

  

Rosary in Spanish on  

Saturdays at 5:30 p.m. 
Everyone is welcome! 

 

 

Coffee and Rolls January 4 
Everyone is Welcome! 

 

No Faith Formation classes Dec. 31 

Classes resume January 7 

PICK UP YOUR BUDGET 
ENVELOPES 

The budget envelopes are on 
the table at the back of church. 
Stop and pick yours up! 

 
 

Faith Formation classes 

Donations to the church must be 
postmarked by December 31, 2025 
to be included in your 2025 
contributions. 

 

 

Merry Christmas! 



 

 
 

 
 
 
           
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
           
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Liturgical Ministries 
January 4th, 2025 –Enero 4th, 2025 

 
Mass—January 4th, 2025 10:30 a.m. 
Lector: Emma Svob 
Ushers: April Schoning, Phil O’Connor 
Eucharistic Ministers: Jose & Maria Alonzo 
Money Counters: April Schoning, Ryan & Monica Winters 
Altar Servers: Ryne & Teegan Magner, Rymer Velica 
Sacristan: Sherry Peterson 
Linens: Sherry Peterson 
 
Spanish Mass– Enero 4th, 2025 5:30 p.m 
Lectors: TBD 
Ministros de Eucarísticos: TBD 
Contador es de Dinero: TBD 
Monaguillo: TBD 
Sacristan: TBD 
 
You are responsible to find your own replacement. 
Usted es responsable de encontrar su propio reemplazo. 

 
  
  
  
       

St. Patrick 
1405 N. Federal, Hampton 641-456-4857 
Office Hours: Monday through Thursday 
9:00 AM-1:00 PM, excluding holidays. 

dbq097sec@dbqarch.org 

STEWARDSHIP TREASURY 
SUNDAY DECEMBER 21st, 2025 

REGULAR          $     1,362.00 

OFFERTORY                        $       398.00 

 
     Give On-Line at www.franklinhardincatholic.org online-giving. 

Dona en línea para www.franklinhardincatholic.org donaciones en línea. 

 

 

 

 

Happenings Week of December 28th, 2025 

 
Tuesday/ Martes December 30th / Diciembre 30th 
NO MASS 
7:00 PM AA/Al-Anon (RE Center) 
 

Wednesday/ Miercoles – December 31st / Diciembre 24th 

NEW YEARS EVE 
10:00 AM - 12:00 PM Food Pantry/Despensa de Alimentos 
(Social Hall)  
No Faith Formation 
 

Thursday/ Jueves – January 1st / Enero 1st 
NEW YEARS DAY 
5:30 PM Mass 
 

Sunday/ Domingo January 4th/ Enero 4th 
10:30 AM Mass  
 5:30 PM Mass Spanish  

 

No Religious Education Classes  

 
December 24th & December 31st 

Classes will resume on January 7th, 2026 
 

NOTE: If Religious Education classes are canceled due to 
weather it will be posted on our Facebook page and will be 

announced on the radio. If school is canceled or let out early 
there will be no classes. 

Christmas Altar Flowers 

Donated by: 

 
Jose & Maria Alonzo 

Michael & Char Baltes - Memory of  

      John & Nancy Baltes 

Linda Campbell – Memory of 

     John Campbell 

Dennis & Linda Cassmann – Memory of 

Melanie Cassmann, Bill & Sue Hopkins, 

 Leroy & Lucille Cassmann 

Chad & Dawn Collins-  Memory of  

      Keith & Revena Collins 

Millicent & Terry Fielding Memory of 

      Eric Fielding 

Leon & Linda Kuehner- memory of 

Carl & Teresa Kuehner, Jim & Norma  Currie, 

Eugene Kuehner, Lauren Kuehner,   

Julie Stavneak 

Myron & Gloria Lawler- Memory of 

      Jerold & Gail Lawleer, 

      Jack & Ella  Crosser 

Margy Suter 

 

 

 

Advent reminds us that Love is coming. Love draws near. As this 

holy season unfolds, parishioners are encouraged to take part in 

the Archdiocese of Dubuque’s online Advent meditations—a 

daily opportunity to pause, pray, and be transformed in hope. 

Through the witness of the saints— Mary, St. Francis Xavier, St. 

Nicholas, and St. Juan Diego—the Archdiocese invites all to 

trust, love generously, share peace, and carry the Gospel with 

joy. 

Find joy in praying together and in the Eucharist, the source of 

our hope. Join the Advent journey on social media at 

@DBQArch and let your heart be renewed in the light of Christ. 

Roll Breakfast and Social after Mass on January 4th, 2026 

http://www.franklinhardincatholic.org/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

Monday, December 29 
NO MASS 
           
Tuesday, December 30  
NO MASS 
      
Wednesday,  December 31 – New Year’s Eve  
5:30 p.m.      Kay King       St. Mary 
 
 
Thursday, January 1 – New Year’s Day 
5:30 p.m.      Father John Gebhart    St. Patrick 
     
Sunday,  January 4  
8:00 a.m          Kay King       St. Mary 
10:30 a.m.       Melanie Cassmann   St. Patrick 
5:30 p.m.         Maria Elan Acuna     St. Patrick 
  Spanish 
 

Live stream of Mass 
www.franklinhardincatholic.org/livestream 
YouTube Channel: Franklin Hardin Catholic 

Pray for… 
   

Darwin Wikert, Janet Kurth 

  
 Please make use of your parish’s prayer chain: 

St. Mary, Ackley:  

Jolene Harms at stmarystpatrick@gmail.com 

St. Patrick, Hampton: 

  Mary Ann Patton at thepattons 4@gmail.com 

MASS SCHEDULE 

 

Father Kevin Earleywine     k.earleywine@dbqarch.org     Hampton-Ackley 
 

“9 Days for Life” Novena 
Jan. 16 - 24 

In January, join Catholics nationwide in a novena for the 
protection of human life. Each day’s intention is accompanied by 
a short reflection and suggested actions to help build a culture of 
life. You can download the “9 Days for Life” novena or get the 
daily prayers and reflections by email or text message 
at respectlife.org/9-days-signup 

 

Catholic Women's Conference

 

Registration is 
now open!  
 
Please consider  
joining women 
 at the 2026  
Archdiocesan  
Women’s  
Conference: 
 Grace for the  
Journey! 
Saturday,  
January 31, 2026!   

 
 

 

 Heating Cost Assistance  

for Low-Income Households 
The Low-Income Home Energy Assistance Program (LIHEAP) is 

a federally funded program designed to assist low-income 

families in Iowa to meet the cost of home heating by providing a 

one-time payment to the heating utility. Homeowners and renters 

are eligible within the federal poverty guidelines. Applications are 

accepted on a first-come, first-served basis from November 1 - 

April 30 of each year. Individuals may apply for the program at 

the local Community Action Agency in their county. 

 

Franklin County Outreach Office-LIHEAP North Iowa Community 

Action Organization 123 1st Ave. SW, PO BOX 384 Hampton, IA 

50441 Phone: 641-456-3431, Toll Free 800-873-1899 Hours: 

Wed 7:30-5:00 Website: https://nicao-online.org/ 

 

 Franklin County Outreach Office-Weatherization Operation 

Threshold 1606 G. Avenue, PO Box 41 Grundy Center, IA 50638 

Phone: 319-824-3460 Hours: Mon - Thurs 7:30-6:00 Website: 

http://www.operationthreshold.org/ 

Thank you  
Thank you to Sherry Peterson, Rachel Heilskov 
and Donna Speedy for hosting the supper 
before Faith Formation class Dec. 17 at St. 
Patrick.  Special thank you to Sherry for 
providing the sugar cookies.  Thank you!! 

Catholic Charities offers legal 

services 

Our Immigration Legal Services program offers legal advice 

and representation in the following areas of FAMILY-BASED 

immigration law: Adjustment of Status (Green Card)  | Asylum | 

Citizenship | Consular Processing | Deferred Action for 

Childhood Arrivals (DACA) | Employment Authorization | 

Family Reunification | Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) | 

Removal defense (limited) | Special Immigrant Juvenile | 

Temporary Protected Status | U ‘crime victim’ visa and T 

‘trafficking’ visa | Violence Against Women Act (VAWA) self-

petitions 

 

For more information, please call 319.364.7121 or 

visit CatholicCharitiesDubuque.org/immigration-legal-services.  

For more information 
 and to register: 
 https:/www.archwomensco
nference.org/registration/ 

http://www.franklinhardincatholic.org/livestream
mailto:stmarystpatrick@gmail.com
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