
  

 
 

Jan. 4, 2025 – St. John Neumann: a Saint of the United States 
 

On Jan. 5, we celebrate the Feast of St. John Neumann. (Not to be 
confused with St. John Henry Cardinal Newman).  St. John Neuman 
was born in Bohemia.  But inspired by church reports stating the need 
for priests in the United States, and inspired by a lecture on the 
missionary activities of Paul the Apostle, Neumann decided to devote 
his life to the missions. In preparation for this, he learned several 
languages, including English, German, French, Spanish, and 
Italian.  Neumann arrived in the United States on the feast of Corpus 
Christi, 183, and began his priestly ministry in Buffalo, New York, 
serving the German-speaking immigrants.  He served as both as a 
priest and as a school teacher. He was a gifted teacher beloved by his 
students.  For his priestly ministry, he was always on the move, 
traveling on foot or by horseback, often over swampy ground, from 
station to station, from house to house, in the biting cold of winter 
and the heat of summer, visiting the sick, aiding the dying, baptizing 
the newborn, instilling faith and zeal into the backsliders.    
Rather than just working alone in parish ministry, Neumann decided 
he preferred to work with a religious community and so he joined the 
Redemptorist missionaries in 1840.  But in 1852 he was appointed 
Bishop of Philadelphia.  He shepherded the people of Philadelphia 
through changing and challenging times.  The industrial Revolution 
led laborers to flood the city looking for factory work.  Many of these 
laborers were immigrants from Germany, Italy, and Ireland, many of 
whom were Catholic.  Unfortunately, Philadelphia was also a 
stronghold of the “Know-Nothing” Political party, who were know for 
their anti-immigrant and anti-Catholic prejudices.  Thus, anti-Catholic 
riots and arson of Catholic buildings was something that Neumann 
had to deal with regularly. 
While it was a time of challenge for Catholics, it was also an exciting 
time of great growth.  During Neumann's administration, new parish 
churches were built nearly every month. To encourage savings and to 
support the financial needs of the Catholic community in 
Philadelphia, Neumann directed the creation of a mutual savings 
bank, Beneficial Bank, in 1853.  Neumann was particularly committed 
to providing educational opportunities to immigrant children. He 
became the first bishop to organize a diocesan school system, as 
Catholic parents wanted their children taught in the Catholic 
tradition. 
Bishop Neumann was very loved by the Catholics of his diocese.  This 
was especially helped by his ability to speak all their languages.  What 
also endeared him to his people was his personal frugality.  He kept 
very little for himself, and whenever he was gifted vestments, he 
would often re-gift those to his priests and the parishes that needed 
them.  He died in 1860 and is entombed in a church in Philadelphia 
.  Now a canonized Saint, his works and labors have become an 
important part of the foundation and legacy of Catholicism in the 
United States.  

St. John Neumann, pray for us! 
  
Peace, 
-Fr. Kevin 
 

4 de enero, 2026 – San Juan Neumann: Un Santo de los Estados Unidos 
 

El 5 de enero celebramos la Fiesta de San Juan Neumann ⎯ sin 
confundirlo con el cardenal Newman de San Juan Enrique. San Juan 
Neumann nació en Bohemia (actualmente parte de la República Checa). 
Inspirado por los informes de la iglesia que señalaban la necesidad de 
sacerdotes en Estados Unidos, y también por una conferencia sobre las 
actividades misioneras de Pablo el Apóstol, Neumann decidió dedicar su 
vida a las misiones. Para prepararse, aprendió varios idiomas, incluyendo 
inglés, alemán, francés, español e italiano.  
Neumann llegó a EE.UU. en la festividad de Corpus Christi de 1836 y 
comenzó su ministerio sacerdotal en Búfalo, NY, sirviendo como 
sacerdote y maestro a los inmigrantes de habla alemana. Era un profesor 
dotado y muy querido por sus alumnos. En su ministerio sacerdotal, 
estaba siempre en movimiento. Viajando a pie o a caballo, a menudo por 
terreno pantanoso, de estación en estación, de casa en casa, en el frío 
del invierno y el calor del verano, visitando a los enfermos, ayudando a 
moribundos, bautizando a los recién nacidos, infundiendo fe y fervor en 
los reincidentes. 
En lugar de trabajar solo en el ministerio parroquial, Neumann decidió 
colaborar con una comunidad religiosa, uniéndose a los misioneros 
redentoristas en 1840; pero en 1852, fue nombrado obispo de Filadelfia, 
Pensilvania. Guió a la gente de Filadelfia en tiempos difíciles; ya que, la 
Revolución Industrial llevó a trabajadores, muchos católicos inmigrantes 
de Alemania, Italia e Irlanda, a inundar la ciudad en busca de trabajo en 
fábricas. Desgraciadamente, Filadelfia también era un bastión del 
partido político “Know-Nothing”, conocido por sus prejuicios 
antiinmigrantes y anticatólicos. Así, los disturbios anticatólicos e 
incendios a edificios católicos eran algo con lo que Neumann lidiaba 
regularmente. 
Aunque fue una época desafiante para los católicos, también fue 
emocionante y de gran crecimiento. Durante su administración, casi 
cada mes se construyeron nuevas iglesias parroquiales. Y para fomentar 
el ahorro y apoyar las necesidades financieras de la comunidad católica 
en Filadelfia, Neumann dirigió la creación de un banco de ahorro mutuo 
en 1853, el Beneficial Bank.  
Neumann estaba especialmente comprometido con ofrecer 
oportunidades educativas a los niños inmigrantes. Así, se convirtió en el 
primer obispo en organizar un sistema escolar diocesano, ya que padres 
católicos querían que sus hijos fueran educados en la tradición católica. 
El obispo Neumann era muy querido por los católicos de su diócesis. 
Esto se veía especialmente favorecido por su capacidad para hablar 
varios idiomas de los feligreses. Otra cosa que ganaba el cariño de su 
pueblo era su frugalidad personal. Guardaba muy poco para sí mismo y 
cuando le regalaban vestiduras, a menudo las volvía a regalar a sus 
sacerdotes y a las parroquias necesitadas. Murió en 1860 y está 
sepultado en una iglesia de Filadelfia. Ahora, canonizado, sus obras y 
labores se han convertido en una parte importante de la base y legado 
del catolicismo en Estados Unidos.  
¡San Juan Neumann, ruega por nosotros! 
 

Paz, 

⎯ Padre Kevin 
 
 

 

January 4, 2026   St. Mary – St. Patrick Catholic Church 

The Epiphany 
 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

                              
 

 

Liturgical Ministers 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Book Club 
                Read and discuss 

Tuesday, Jan 6th  
 Discuss "Broken Country"  

by Clare Leslie Hall 

Tuesday, February 3rd  
"Redeeming Love"  
by Francine Rivers 
Everyone is welcome to join!   

Great discussion and fellowship! 

 

 

St. Mary 
611 Sherman, Ackley, 641-847-2329 

stmarystpatrick@gmail.com 
 

   

Stewardship  - Treasure 
Sunday, December 24, 2025 

Adult Envelopes  $2060 
Offertory   $704 
Sunday, December 28, 2025 
Adult Envelopes 
Offertory 

Give Online www.FranklinHardinCatholic.org/online -giving 

 

January 11 – Baptism of the Lord 

Lector: Doug Lindaman, Jodi Uthe 
Ushers: Jim Brandt, Mike Bonewitz,  
                             Richard Bloom, Angel Vera 
Eucharistic Ministers: Molly Forgy, 
                 Marilyn O’Brien 
Money Counters: Jim Wessels, 
                       Cindy Richtsmeier 
Altar Servers: Sergio Rogel 
Sacristan: Jodi Uthe 
 

Please remember to find your own replacements 

 

  

Rosary in Spanish on  

Saturdays at 5:30 p.m. 
Everyone is welcome! 

 

 

Coffee and Rolls January 4 
Everyone is Welcome! 

Classes resume January 7 

PICK UP YOUR BUDGET 
ENVELOPES 

The budget envelopes are on 
the table at the back of church. 
Stop and pick yours up! 

 
 

Faith Formation classes 

 

Merry Christmas! 

 



 

 
 

 
 
 
           
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
           
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Liturgical Ministries 
January 11th, 2025 –Enero 11th, 2025 

 
Mass—January 11th, 2025 10:30 a.m. 
Lector: Denielle Conlon 
Ushers: Greg Cavazos, Ryne Magner 
Eucharistic Ministers: Dean & Samantha Markwardt 
Money Counters: Sherry Peterson, Marilyn Brocka 
Altar Servers: James & Joseph Conlon, Kael Sullivan 
Sacristan: Sherry Peterson 
Linens: Sherry Peterson 
 
Spanish Mass– Enero 11th, 2025 5:30 p.m 
Lectors: TBD 
Ministros de Eucarísticos: TBD 
Contador es de Dinero: TBD 
Monaguillo: TBD 
Sacristan: TBD 
 
You are responsible to find your own replacement. 
Usted es responsable de encontrar su propio reemplazo. 

 
  
  
  
   

St. Patrick 
1405 N. Federal, Hampton 641-456-4857 
Office Hours: Monday through Thursday 
9:00 AM-1:00 PM, excluding holidays. 

dbq097sec@dbqarch.org 

STEWARDSHIP TREASURY 
SUNDAY DECEMBER 28th, 2025 

REGULAR          $       406.00 

OFFERTORY                        $       359.12 

CHRISTMAS          $   18,141.36 

 
     Give On-Line at www.franklinhardincatholic.org online-giving. 

Dona en línea para www.franklinhardincatholic.org donaciones en línea. 

 

 

Happenings Week of January 4, 2026 

 
Tuesday/ Martes January 6th / Enero 6th 
NO Mass 
7:00 PM AA/Al-Anon (RE Center) 
 

Wednesday/ Miercoles – January 7th / Enero 7th 
10:00 AM - 12:00 PM Food Pantry/Despensa de Alimentos 
(Social Hall)  
No Faith Formation 
 

Thursday/ Jueves – January 8th / Enero 8th 
NO Mass 
Adoration 6:00 PM 
 

Sunday/ Domingo January 11th/ Enero 11th 
10:30 AM Mass  
 5:30 PM Mass Spanish  

No Religious Education Classes  

 
December 24th & December 31st 

Classes will resume on January 7th, 2026 
 

NOTE: If Religious Education classes are canceled due to 
weather it will be posted on our Facebook page and will be 

announced on the radio. If school is canceled or let out early 
there will be no classes. 

Christmas Altar Flowers 

Donated by: 

 
Jose & Maria Alonzo 

Michael & Char Baltes - Memory of  

      John & Nancy Baltes 

Linda Campbell – Memory of 

     John Campbell 

Dennis & Linda Cassmann – Memory of 

Melanie Cassmann, Bill & Sue Hopkins, 

 Leroy & Lucille Cassmann 

Chad & Dawn Collins-  Memory of  

      Keith & Revena Collins 

Millicent & Terry Fielding Memory of 

      Eric Fielding 

Leon & Linda Kuehner- memory of 

Carl & Teresa Kuehner, Jim & Norma  Currie, 

Eugene Kuehner, Lauren Kuehner,   

Julie Stavneak 

Myron & Gloria Lawler- Memory of 

      Jerold & Gail Lawleer, 

      Jack & Ella  Crosser 

Margy Suter 

 

 

 

Advent reminds us that Love is coming. Love draws near. As this 

holy season unfolds, parishioners are encouraged to take part in 

the Archdiocese of Dubuque’s online Advent meditations—a daily 

opportunity to pause, pray, and be transformed in hope. Through 

the witness of the saints— Mary, St. Francis Xavier, St. Nicholas, 

and St. Juan Diego—the Archdiocese invites all to trust, love 

generously, share peace, and carry the Gospel with joy. 

Find joy in praying together and in the Eucharist, the source of 

our hope. Join the Advent journey on social media at @DBQArch 

and let your heart be renewed in the light of Christ. 

 

ROLL BREAKFAST and Social 

After Mass January 4
th

 

At 10:30 and 5:30 

Join us for fellowship! 

http://www.franklinhardincatholic.org/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

Monday, January 5 
NO MASS 
           
Tuesday, January 6  
NO MASS 
      
Wednesday,  January 7 
NO MASS 
 
 
Thursday, January 8 
No MASS 
     
Sunday,  January 11  
8:00 a.m       Gary Bonewitz            St. Mary 
10:30 a.m.    Margaret Kelch Wood   St. Patrick 
5:30 p.m.      For the People                St. Patrick 
  Spanish 
 

Live stream of Mass 
www.franklinhardincatholic.org/livestream 
YouTube Channel: Franklin Hardin Catholic 

Pray for… 
   

Darwin Wikert, Janet Kurth 

  
 Please make use of your parish’s prayer chain: 

St. Mary, Ackley:  

Jolene Harms at stmarystpatrick@gmail.com 

St. Patrick, Hampton: 

  Mary Ann Patton at thepattons 4@gmail.com 

MASS SCHEDULE 

 

Father Kevin Earleywine     k.earleywine@dbqarch.org     Hampton-Ackley 
 

“9 Days for Life” Novena 
Jan. 16 - 24 

In January, join Catholics nationwide in a novena for the 
protection of human life. Each day’s intention is accompanied by 
a short reflection and suggested actions to help build a culture of 
life. You can download the “9 Days for Life” novena or get the 
daily prayers and reflections by email or text message 
at respectlife.org/9-days-signup 

 

Catholic Women's Conference

 

Registration is 
now open!  
 
Please consider  
joining women 
 at the 2026  
Archdiocesan  
Women’s  
Conference: 
 Grace for the  
Journey! 
Saturday,  
January 31, 2026!   

 
 

 

Catholic Charities offers legal services 

Our Immigration Legal Services program offers legal advice and 

representation in the following areas of FAMILY-BASED 

immigration law: Adjustment of Status (Green Card)  | Asylum | 

Citizenship | Consular Processing | Deferred Action for Childhood 

Arrivals (DACA) | Employment Authorization | Family 

Reunification | Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) | Removal 

defense (limited) | Special Immigrant Juvenile | Temporary 

Protected Status | U ‘crime victim’ visa and T ‘trafficking’ visa | 

Violence Against Women Act (VAWA) self-petitions 

For more information, please call 319.364.7121 or 

visit CatholicCharitiesDubuque.org/immigration-legal-services.  

Thank you  
Thank you to Sherry Peterson, Rachel Heilskov 
and Donna Speedy for hosting the supper 
before Faith Formation class Dec. 17 at St. 
Patrick.  Special thank you to Sherry for 
providing the sugar cookies.  Thank you!! 

 Heating Cost Assistance for Low-Income Households 

The Low-Income Home Energy Assistance Program (LIHEAP) 

is a federally funded program designed to assist low-income 

families in Iowa to meet the cost of home heating by providing 

a one-time payment to the heating utility. Homeowners and 

renters are eligible within the federal poverty guidelines. 

Applications are accepted on a first-come, first-served basis 

from November 1 - April 30 of each year. Individuals may 

apply for the program at the local Community Action 

Agency in their county. 

Franklin County Outreach Office-LIHEAP North Iowa 

Community Action Organization 123 1st Ave. SW, PO BOX 

384 Hampton, IA 50441 Phone: 641-456-3431, Toll Free 800-

873-1899 Hours: Wed 7:30-5:00 Website: https://nicao-

online.org/ 

 

 Franklin County Outreach Office-Weatherization Operation 

Threshold 1606 G. Avenue, PO Box 41 Grundy Center, IA 

50638 Phone: 319-824-3460 Hours: Mon - Thurs 7:30-6:00 

Website: http://www.operationthreshold.org/ 

.  

For more information 
 and to register: 
 https:/www.archwomensco
nference.org/registration/ 

http://www.franklinhardincatholic.org/livestream
mailto:stmarystpatrick@gmail.com
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